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‘TO THE PATRONS OF THE HOLSTON CONFER- 
ENCE MESSENGER. 

The Messenger has been regularly transferred, by the Pub- 
lishing Committee, to the Editor, who will publish it, after the 
present year, at One Dollav and Fifty Cents per year. We shall 
continue its present form; though there will be but thirty-two 
pages a month; thatis, sixteen pages on the first, and sixteen on 
the third Saturday of each month. It is intended to make it most- 
ty original. f 

We need not inform our patrons that the times are fai: this, 
many of them know to be the case, from experience; but we 
earnestly request them to forward us the amount of their sub- 
seription, so soon as practicable. We have said but little, here- 
tofore, on the subject of money;” but fromthe negligence of some, 
it is made our duty to inform them, that we really need it.— 
Some of thé subscribers are in arrears for all the past numbers 
of the Arfninian & Instructor. They should’not require us to 
travel from one post office to another, and evento the house of 
every individual, 1@ collect such small sums. We have stated 
again and again, that all the travelling preachers are authorised 
agents; and we now say, that not only these, but every’ post 
master, who may feel disposed te do so, is authorised to receive 
all dues for'this paper, and forward it to Ws by mail. | 

‘We have received, among many other letters;*a few, request- 
ing a discontinuance of their numbers, without any assurances that 
they will he paid for. We here repeat what was stated m the 
prospectus, that no person can discontifine (but by the consent of 
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tie proprietor) until all arrearages are paid up. It will be wz 
membered, “also, that three dollars per year, is the price, te all 
who did not pay»by-the first of June. «'Phose who continue thei 
subscription another year, can satisfy the debt by two dollars and 
fifty cents; but all who discontinue will have to pay, according to 
the prospectus, three dollars. 

All communications to the Editor must be post paid. Thi 
postage of a few letters amounts to more than the price of the 
paper. 

We shall endeavor to deserve public patronage, and, in turn. 
shall expect to be remunerated for our services. We wish nothing 
but our due; and this we must have, if we can obtain it. 

The Rey.. Joseph ‘Padelford is our principal agent. He is 
therefore, authorised*to settle any accounts for the Messenger. 





THE NECESSITY OF PATIENCE INRELIGIOUS ENTERPRISE. 

Were men always. sensible of the ultimate benefits of their 
efforts tobe useful to mankind, it would be less difficult to engage. 
and encourage them to continue heartily, in benevolent enter- 
prise. . But, as all, systems of reform or improvement, requir 
more or less time for a full developement of their influence upoi 
society, too many grow “weary im well doing,” and abandon tli 
good cause; principally because they do not see the good choc 
of their labor at once. The seed of grace, like that of vegeta- 
tion, must have time to germinate, and grow to perfection, before 
all its saving advantages ean be realised. . This remark is appli- 
cable, inva peculiar sense, to the preaching of the gospel, anc 
systems of pious instruction’. Tospeak,. at present, of the latter 
only. How many persons look upon Sunday-Schools, and Trac: 
Societies, as useless, because they do not produce an instantane: 
ous effect upon those for whose benefit they are designed.. This 
is the case, especially with those who have been used to uncom 
monrevivals, or great ingatherings of members into the church 
‘They are so accusiomed to the ‘whole sale” way of carrying 01 
the work, that to deal in the “retail” line, appears to them, bu! 
poor business. How strikingly is this illustrated by the conver 
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satious Of some»of the professors of religion, in reference to 
camp-meetings, or other large associations. If but jive, ten, ff- 
teen or twenty, profess to obtain pardon, and, unite themselves 
with the people of God, on such occasions, the ery,is, ‘we had 
a poor time.” «It is certainly desirable to witness signa! displays 
of grace in the salvation of multitudes, in a short period; as was 
the case on the day of Pentecost, when “three thousand were 
added to the Lord, mone day;” or, as it was a short time after- 
wards, when “five thousand” more were Converted under one 
evangelical discourse. » Nevertheless, we should not be so elated 
with an idea of great things, as to overlook the day of small 
things. The good shepherd is represented, by Christ, as leaving 
the ninety and nine sheep, to search in the mountains for one that 
is lost. Yes, for one; and whew he finds it, so careful is he not 
to loose it again, that he carries it on his shoulders to *the fold 
[t will be found a truth worthy of peculiar notice, that the 
surest way, ultimately, to succeed in any great religious. undet- 
taking, is to attend earefully to particular. and individual cases 
And this should be commenced with. respect, first, to children. 
Take them in childhood, and instruct them with particular atten- 
tion; remembering that, the most useful and eminent characters 
now in church and state, were once but children; and.that, those 
who are now in childhood, will soon fill all the important offices 
ef ecclesiastical and civil government. One of the most con- 
vincing practical proofs of the great utility of proper attention to 
children,.may be found in the following extract: 


' EARLY SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

Dr. Friendlander, in his sketch of the poor,in Germany, pre- 
sents the following interesting facts: . A respectable ecclesiastic, 
uamed,Kindermaun, formed a Sabbath School in his village, in 
1773. The first object, however, appears to have been an im- 
prove ment in church music. In this manner, he drew the atten, 
tion of the parents, and by degrees created schools. His exam- 
ple was followed by others; and eventually, Maria Tere sa re- 
warded Kindermaun by ennobling him,” She even levied a fee, in 
favor of these schools, which exceeded 30 florins. When Sab- 
hath Sclrools were thus establishedv ont of 200.000 children sus- 
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ceptible of receiving thstruction, there were Ghly 14,080 why 
received it effectually; but in 1789, they reckoned 158,766. (out 
of 250,000) who were mstructed. In this province, (Bohemia, ) 
crimes began immediately to diminish as instruction increased, 
which led to the establishment of similar schools in other parts o} 
Austria, and it appears that crimes haye diminished wherever 
Sabbath Schools have. been established. This led to the forma- 
tionof Sabbath Schools in different kingdoms of Germany. The 
prince and Bishop of Wurtzenburg and Bamberg principally dis- 
tinguished himself infavor of Sabbath Schools, and every thing 
which contributed to the education of the poor was instituted. 
The result was, that from 1789:to 1798 there were. only 765 
criminals. In ten years previous to this there were 1523 crim- 
inals. "Pbhus showing that crimes had diminished more than one 
half as instruction was given to the poor. 





INSTRUCTION OF CHILDREN. 

It is mach easier to theorise on all subjects of practical duty, 
than itis to act them out in. common life. This remark is appli- 
cable, in a peculiar sense, to the case before, thatvis, the proper 
enstruction of children. Consult an ancient bachelor or antiqua- 
ted maidéh on this subject, and with what fluency will they ex- 
paciate on its advantages; and the ease with which 3t may be ac- 
“complished > But let them become ‘parents*themselves; let them 
feel the kind emotions Of’parental affection, and too frequently we 
see their fine theories practically"discarded, and their own deai 
offspring, the sad instances of misguided tendernesss, and wild 
dissipation. This striking disparity between the theory ané 
practice of some, in reference to’ the education of youth, has 
caused others to regard theory as little more than visionary, and 
to lay aside as useless, all thosé regular'systems of instruction, 
designed as helps to parents, in this great work of bringing up 
their children in the,“‘nurture and admonition of the Lord.” “This 
isa dangerous extreme; for, whatever may be the inconsistency 
of persons, as it regards the subject before us, correct principle, 
and parental daty remain the same. Yes, while Truth is Truth, 
and Right continues Right, it will be the duty of parents to train 
up their children ‘‘in.the way they should go, that when they be- 
come old they may notdepart from it.’ And, moreover, it is the 
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duty of all public teachers of morality and religion, constantly to 
enforce the duty upon parents and guardians; ‘‘Whether they 
will hear, or whether they will forbear.” We find some good 
thoughts.on this subject, m the following extract from the ‘Bos- 


ton Gazette.” ° 
OUR CHILDREN. 

“Parents, Pexhort you to love your children, _Make them as 
happy as is consistent with innocence. Remember that the peri-” 
ods of childhood and youth soon pass away, and they ought not 
to be deprived of any satisfaction which of right belongs to them. 
Let your government be mild and equitable. Provoke “not your 
ehildren to anger lest they be discouraged. 

“Irritate not ‘their tempers with severity,;torture not. their 
hearts with cruelty. ‘The love ef power is so natural to man, 
that even parents are in danger of displaying too much in the man- 
agement of their children, and of exacting from them tod ‘selfish 
a sibmission. The. willsof children should be regulated, but not 
broken.’ Be careful, therefore, whilst you aim tomake them hon- 
est and obedient; that you do not render them diffident and servile. 
But in avoiding this extremeyguard at the same time an excessive 
indulgence, an error which is equally pernicious. Do nat for thé 
sake of gratifying them in the present moment, lay upefor them 
many future years of bitter repentance. 

“Though the minds of children may be innocent, yet they are 
not, previous to instruction, positively virtuous. They-are a soil, 
where every kind of seed will vegetate. Now. the air. is filled 
with the seeds of vice; pluck up therefore*the weeds of evil as 
soon as, they appear; be: constantly employed in cultivating, the 
manners, the understandings, and the hearts of .your offspring. 
Let the hcurs which are’not spent in the school of. judicious and 
enlightened ‘preceptors, be passed under your own eye. Let not 
your Children be educated inthe street,where they will be in con- 
stant danger of learning impure and profane language, and of being 
rude, mischievous, and quarrelsome. ” 


_.. KNOXVILLE TRACT SOCIETY. 

Ata meeting of the board of managers of, the Knoxville Tract 
Society} on the 12th’ inst. it’was unanimously resolved , that this 
Society become auxiliary to the “Holston Conference’ Tract So- 
vrety,” &ceMand'that the Constitution be so altered, that the Soci 
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ely shall hereatter be denominated, The Knoxville Tract Society. 
Auxiliary, &c. 

It was also resolved, that one hundred copies of the constitution 
be printed by the 26th inst/at which time another meeting of the 
board is to take place, at the house of Thomas Stringfield. 

We inform our friends in town, that the Constitution is print. 
ed, and we hope renewed exertions will be made to advance tlic 
interests of the society, 

The following is the constitution as amended: 

CONSTITUTION 
Of the Knoxville Tract Society, Auxiliary to the Holston Confer 
ence Tract Society,. &c. 

Articie Ist. This Society shall be called the Knoxville Trac; 
Society, Auxiliary to the Holston Conference Tract Society, &c 
the sole object of which shall be to disseminate useful knowledge 
by means of religious tracts. ; 

2nd. This society shall use its best endeavors to assist others 
which*may be* formed) as auxiliaries, by furnishing them with 
tracts’at the rates of 1000 pages for $1 00. 

3d. Any subscriber of $1 00 annually, shall. be a member, and 
any person subscribing $5 00 shall be a member for life. 

4th. The’ concerns of the Society»shall ,be conducted by a 
board of managers, consisting of five persons; there shall also br 
a President, Vice President, Corresponding and Recording Sec- 
retary and Treasurer, all of whom.shall be chosen annually, a: 
the regular meeting of the Society. 

Sth, Five members at all regular meetings, shall form a quo- 
rumefor transacting business; butat all meetings of the board three 
shall form a quorum. 

6th. This board of managers shall have authority to make byec- 
laws for the regulations oftheir own body, to fill up vacancies, 
and shall report to the annual meeting their transactions and state 
of the funds, © 

7th. The President, Vice President, Secretaries, and Treasu: 
er shall be ex-officio members of the board of managers. 

Sth. Atall meetings of the Society, and of the board of mana- 
gers the president, or invhis absence the vice president, or if 
both be absent}such member as shall be chosen shall preside. 

9th. The annual meeting of the society shall be held on the 
last Saturday in May. be 

10th. The minutes of each meeting of the society shall be signed 
by the president, and counter-signed by the recording secretary. 
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eltih. The presidentshall call a meeting of the board of mana, 
gers at any time, on application of the corresponding secretary, 
or any three members of the board. 

12th. It shall be the duty of each member of the society to use 
his best exertions to procure subscribers, and advance the interest 
of the society. 

13th. This constitution may be altered at any regular meeting 
of the society, provided that two thirds of the nrembers present 
see proper to do so. 
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We present our readers, this week, with twelve “Reasons for 
rejecting the Hopkinsian doctrine of Watural Ability.’ THe piece 
is lengthy, but we were unwilling to.divide it; and we are. confi- 
dent our readers would ‘prefer its entire publication in one. num- 
ber. It is written in the spirit of christian:moderation,eand mau 
azed in.an argumentative manner, with ‘clearness and force; well 
calculated,.we are.of opinion, to, convince the mmd.of any un- 
prejudiced person, that tlre doctrine in dispute, is chimenical; and 
absurd; as well as contrary ta the system of Bible Truth. «Such 
treatises, unconnected with incidents calculated to produce ex- 
citement, but regularly, embodying: most of the principal argu- 
ments for or-against any important doctrine, may be, read.with 
leisure and profit; by all who wish to know ‘“‘what is truth,” with- 
out souring their spirits, or engendering prejudice against others 
whoembrace.opposite Opinions. . 








FOR THE MESSENGER, 
REASONS FOR REJECTING 
THE HOPKINSIAN DOCTRINE OF NATURAL ABILITY. 

Ist. It introduces into the philosophy of the human mind, a new 
and complex doctrine, which is greatly. perplexing. and entirely 
unprofitable. This it ‘does, by ascribing to a disposition or act of 

the heart, a power or ability which should be attributed to the fa- 
culties of the soul.” It should be distinctly observed, that it is not 
the power of willing that they’mean by moral power, but the act 
_of willing , abstractly considered. ‘This strange. position brings 
‘us to the absurd conclusion, that. all inen who are “not christians, 
have nomoral power; and of course, are not nroral “agents; or 
that they are moral agents without moral power. 
2nd. tt very unsewi pturalla’ makes the soul a Gompotind of na- 
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fural and moral principles, while itis evident that it is a simples 
spiritual essence. ; ‘ 

srd, It isa convenient kind of doctrine, by which its advocates 
easily pass from the extremes of Pelagianism to the centre of 
Calyinismy and serves the. purpose, most admirably, by a little 
dexterous, and well-timed management, suited to the exigency of 
the moment, and the cases of all. Itis a prominent article in 
she. creed,of those*who, now-a-days, preach free grace, or the 
plenitude of the atonement, and the peculiar doctrines of abso- 
late and unconditional election and reprobation; i. e.. saying God is 
willing’to.save all men, and‘that Christ tasted death for every man; 
yet has decreed, and unalterably purposed that a definite number 
only, should be'saved; and’ all the rest should be passed by, and 
ordained. to dishonor andwrath, . Thus it is made. to, suit all 
cases. 

4th. After all thathhas ever been said or written in favor of this 
doctrine, by its ablest advocates, it still appears to be a sickly 
kind of something,that hever was, nor will ever/be exerted. in 
turning Sinners to God, of itself; its. own advocates. themselves 
being judges. . No. christian will say that men haye no power. to 
think of divine truth, reason concerning it, or feel its force. But 
there are many who will say that these powers alone, can effect 
nothing pleasing and acceptable to God. No mancan serve God 
without these powers;" yet if they be notaided by the Holy Spirit 
they will notebesable to profit by them. 

Sth. It.sets aside the necessity of the atonement, by teaching 
men to believe, they can gét to heaven without any of its benefits. 
for, if menean serve God without the gracious aid of the Holy 
Spirit, surely'they donot need his influences. _ It is said by those 
who beliéye this doctrine, that mencan serve God without the aid 
of the -HolyeGhosty:and+that his influences are not necessary. 
It so, weamayylay,aside the Bible and follow.the dictates of our 
own minds.,..For, if. we can do without it, why should we be de- 
pendant? 

6th. It teaches men to think they can change their own. hearts 
without thedeast aid.of grace; and that they can get to heaven not 
only independently. of the Holy Spirit, but in direct opposition 
to God’s eternal. and immutable decree of reprobation. Thus this 
doctrine makes*man sindependent, and capable - of changing") the 
unchangeable decrees of .God! 

7th, Fearfuleonsequences attend the preaching of this doc: 
trine;,ahinstance of which | witnessed some months ago... A min- 
ister, after having preached on the subjectof man’s ma him- 
self anew heart; invited the anxious persons forward to the front 
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oats, and-urged allkwho were resolved. to wake themselves new 
hearts to designate themselves by taking, those, seats... Several 
versons ‘went forward, as the preacher said, resolving,to make» 
‘iemselves new hearts. 1 particularly noticed that. the. ministers 
vhole address to them was urging them to make. themselves new 
hearts, without oncg exhorting them to.ask God. to. give them neu 
arts and right spirits: No doubt these..persons»believed their 
cacher,"and accordingly endeavored,to dothe work toswhich he* 
evhorted them. Now, may | be permitted.to ask, what wilt ;be- | 
.ome of these souls; if they continueto follow,bis ,advice, and” 
yever looketo: Christ for salvation? ' abe 
sth. It seems to arm man with power supericr to omnipotence, 
viich wilbappear by a little examination. [ts advocates believe 
vogly dm absolute and unconditional election and reprobation. 
let aey say, “the reprobates may be. savedif.they wall, for God 
s willagethat all men should be saved.” ..‘SThe,reprobate has 
power towbreak the decrees of God and, get,to.,heaven, notwithyy 
sanding fis eternal and unalterable purpose of sending them.te 
hell.” . Now this:great work. is tobe performed, bythe, wonder- 
working» energies of natural .abildy... But-by, examining the ~ 
“Conlession-of Faith,” it will be discovered to. saymthat, “God 
julfills his deerees in thesworks of creation andyprovidence;” and 
according "to she» Hopkinsian theology, ‘‘God, as. eflicient,,cause,»,’ 
works all@hings thatare done inthe world, whether they, be good 
obad.” Then, the poor wretches, who have-had».the:.misfor- 
tue to bef the reprobate number, have the works of. creation 
ul providencey yea, and God himself, to oppose, af they would 
get to heaven. For, we are told that ‘“God’s decreeing a thing im- 
plies his doing every thing that is necessary for its .accomplishe- 
nent.” Now, “does it seem possible, that so weak and helpless 
.creature asman, 1s adequate to such,a fearful.contest? . But we’ 
are gravely told; that if man had a will,e would be,sure of suc: 
ecss, the decree of reprobation notwithstanding. ,But.it appears, 
according to this doctrine, that God lias decreed, they. never 
shall have this willingness; but, that they shall forever remain un- 
der the fatalinfluence of “moral inability,” and,.be damned. ‘for 
the"praise of*his glorious justice.”....1 would. herej.ask, where 
now the consistency of such notions, with a belief.in the. possible 
salvation of allhmen? ‘ | 
If man has power to get to heaven,.contrary .to God’s eternak \*, 
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purpose, he*sutely must have greater power-than) God. .. Forif: @» 


tod has eternally decreed that a manshall_not-enter-the kingdom 
of Heaven, ‘his‘omnipotence will be engaged. to fulfill that.de- 
ree Butlet'us, "for 2 moment, suppose: a‘ reprobate resolved to 
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break the detree and get to heaven: He sumiagns ali his powers 
of intellect, reason, and sensey and *by their united energies 
makes a mighty effort to ascend to heaven;.but God, with | 
mighty power, 1s Oopposing,and as efficient»cause, is workin: j 
him all manner of iniquity, in order'to keep-him, out of heavey 
but, in spite of all, he prevails and ascends on high, and take. 
his seat in Paradise.” To whom now, shall*he give the praise 


“and glory of his salvation? “Would not supreme self justly d 


serye all the praise and glory?” ‘Surely it would. » But, says () 


é advocate for natural ability, this never did, nor will it ever, tal 
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.place.. Well, that matters nothing, so long as itis said that map 


has the wonderful power to do so. ‘This is» the point; has ma 
the power to cause the Almighty to abandon. his purpose, and (o 


fail in his everlasting designs?» The doctrine: of man’s natur| 


ability, as embraced by the Hopkinsians, assumes the position, 
that he has. “ And, in factymany havewbeea, bold enough to sa; 
that man can break the eternal and unalterable decrees of God, a 
"pleasure; and that though God, from ail eternity, designed to send 
the reprobate to hieil, he ‘has powerto goto heaven, that desizn 
notwithstanding. But we are informed, that the result alway: 
was, and always will be, thatthe reprobate.issent to hell, becaus 


-he would not break the decree, and»act contrary to God’s mos 


fixed, and unalterable purpose. And yet it is said, the reprobate 
is sent to hell for his sins.” But I would ask,.were not his sins, 
with all their wretched turpitude, decreed of God, aud wrouzh 
by him, as efficient cause? Certainly; if Hopkinsianism be true 

This doctrine teaches men to believe they.can serve God witliow 
grace, Let us see what kind of a creature,man would be withow 
the spiritual grace of God. He would unquestionably be igno 


. ant of God,—ignorant of himself; and of his own moral wretched- 


ness. Ignorant of right and wrong, ignorant. of heaven and 
hell, and, alike indifferent to both. . This, svithout doubt, would 
be the case, if man were left destitute of the enlightening anc 
quickening grace of God: And-how. could man, in such a coud. 
tion, discharge his duty to. God ? 

10th! There is an inconsistency in this doctrine, rarely to b 
met within, any other-creed. It informs us,.that man can do 
moral duty with natural: power. » Now, what..would the world 
think of aman who would undertake tomake»a prayer to Goi, 
by calculating the Earth’s distance from the Sun?.. Or of the ma 
who would undertake to: mow his meadow with wishes or drean : 
Does not every "person see atvonce, thatyin-both ‘cases, the prin 
Cipal requisition is wanting; and that the desired effects can not be 
2ccomplished until the propermeans are applied *: So moral «uty 
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pequires moral power; anda man might as well talk of seeing with 
his ears, or hearing with his eyes, as of doing moral duty with 
natural. power. .The ‘absurdity. in both cases, would be equal. 
The power must be. in kind with the duty required. If natural 
duty, natural power will be sufficient, but if moral duty is required, 
moral. power must be possessed, or the obligation will be un- 
reasonable. | a . 
~ 11th. It.does not seem possible that.a man whose nature is en 
tirely averse,to God and holiness, is capable of doing divine ser- 
vice, until the enlightening aad quickening influences of the Holy 
Ghost give him power to will, and then works with him, that he 
may do good works pleasing and.acceptable.to God. 

12th. L object. to this doctrine, because itis contrary to the 
plainest texts of Scripture. See John yi, 44; ‘No man can come 
unto mé except the Father which seat me drajv him;” verse 65, 
“Therefore I said unto you, that no. man can come unto me, except 
it were given unto him of my Father.” Christ-has here madethe 
subject as plain-as itean be... “*No man can come,” &c. shows 
that it is not,in the power-of anyghuman being to come to Christ 
uuless God the Father draw him | But. the defenders of natural 
ability, say that “cannot,” in this place, means, will not, anid, in 
this way, they strive to get over the difficulty... But itis impossi- 
ble, in striet propriety of language, to make.cannot siguify” will 
not. And it always will be so till the simplest words in our lan- 
guage are rendered ambiguous, Cannot imphes_ impossibility — 
Will not implies anindisposition.. 1 may, haye a will to do some- 
thing that is out of my.power.. .And again, Lmay.have something 
in unypower which | may not, will to do. So evidently does it 
appear that there is a difference. in. the meaning of these two ex- 
pressions. . Then we must come.to the conclusion, that the per- 
sons_to whom, Christ spoke on the occasion above alluded to, 
were not able to come to him for salvation without the drawings 
of the Father. John xv,.5; ‘Without me ye can do nothing.” 
Here Christ.was addressing his disciples... And if the disciples 
who.had followed Christ through the regeneration, and had enjoy- 
ed his personal society for near three years, could do nothing 
without him, how much less'those who are in the gall of bitterness 
and bondstof iniquity? If those who had)seen the mighty works 
he wrought, and heard the sacred instructions of his, lips, could 
do nothing without ‘the influences.of his. Spitit;” how “much 
less those who.‘‘are dead in trespasses and sins?’ 1 Cor! ni, 14, 
“But the natural. man recovereth not the things of the Spirit of 
(tod; for they are foolishness to him; neither can he know'them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.” Here the apostle fells 
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us_Usat the uatural (1° c.) the man whos destitute of the enligus. 
aning, and quickening influence of the Holy Spirit, cannot discerp 
spiritual things, because they are spiritually discerned. Then, ij 
the natural man cannot so much as discern spiritual things, how 
ean he do spiritual duty? ‘God isa Spirit, and they that wor. 
ship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” 2° Cor, iii, 6, 
“Not that we are suflicient of ourselves, to think any. thing as of 
aurselves; but our sufficiency is of God.” From this, we leary 
thatthe apostle andthe believers at Corinth, were unable of them. 
selves, even to think any good thing. Then how much less: the 
unregenerate? Here are four unequivocal testimonies: which 
clearly prove thatno man, merely of himself, can do good works. 
pleasing and acceptable to God. If it were necessary, many more 
ef the same import might be produced; but I presume tlrese are so 
clear’and indubitabie, that they will at once bear conviction, and 
satisfaction to every candid and unprejudiced mind, 

But an objector may ask, how then can God, in justice, require 
sinners to repent and believe? For if there bé/no power, there 
can be no obligation. To this, I answer, if mankind had not suit- 
able power and opportunity, God would not require the perform. 
ance of these duties. “But man has these qualifications of power 
and opportgnity, as will be clearly seen ina few quotations from 
both the Old ‘and New Teéstament. See Gen. xii, 8. “In thee 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” The Almighty un- 
questionably designed to be understood by Abraham, as speaking 
of the Messiah. “And in ho other respect could Abraham have tn- 
derstood him. Arid f presume if is’ in this sense, that most de- 
nominations of Christians understand the passage. » And that tem- 
poral blessings were not meant Is evident from the future tense 
used in the text. Further, men had temporal blessings then, as 
well as now, but they had not the spiritual blessings which are ea- 
joyed under the gospel dispensation. All the ‘Families of the 
earth thén partake of the spiritual benefits of Christ’s incarnation 
and death. The fulfilment of this promise we find in John i, 9. 
“That was the true light which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world.” Again, chap: viii; 12. “Lam the “light»of the 
world.” Does it not appear from these scriptures, thatvall the 
race of mankind are blest with divine illumination? »How else 
can these texts be interpreted? John vi; 7..“If*Tgo not away, 
the comforter will not come; but if 1 depart Iwill send him unto 
you; and when he is ¢ome he will reprove the* world of'sin and 
righteousness, and of judgment.” Does not Christ say in this 
text, that the Holy Spirit shall convince the world of sin, (i. €. | 
make mankind acquainted with its nature and consequences. anc- 
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af “righteousness,” show Uiem its, natwye and excellence, ewir 
nected with its glorious reward; and of “judgment,” of his pur 

pose to reward all.men according to their works. Here, I think, 
is great assistance given to helpless'simners Titus, ii, 11. “The 
grace of God which, bringeth salvation, hath appeared unto alt 
men.” What does this text mean? Does it only mean that the 
gospel has been, and is, preached to every man? J think noone 
will Say so. Surely it means, that divine favor, the quickening 
and enlightening influences of. the Holy Spirit, are given to every 
child of man, in a degree sufficient to secure eternal salvation, if 
properly improved. And I think every sinner must acknow1- 
edge that.if he had done as well as he might, he would now have 
been 2 happy Christian. 

But the Advocate for Natural Ability, may start another ques- 
tion, and ask why then are not all men saved? I might ask with 
the same propriety, why did not Adam continue in Paradise ? But 
to give a plain answer, men are moral agents, and act freely, and 
umecessitatedly, both in the use and abuse of God’s favors, 
Hence, said the Apostle, “quench not the Spirit;” 1 ‘Thes. v, 19. 
“Receive not the grace of God in vain;” 2 Cor. vi, 1. — Again, St. 
Stephen, the Proto Martyr, said to the wicked Jews, “Ye stiff- 
necked, gnd uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resis! 
‘he Holy Ghost; as.your Fathers did so do ye;” Acts vii, 51. 

“But if all men have divine illumination, & spiritual influences, 
why did Christ tell his hearers that they could not come unto 
nim without the drawings of the Father.” 1 answer, he address- 
al them thus, to make them duly sensible of the unspeakable bles- 
sings they then enjoyed; and to show them also, that if they 
made light of those blessings, and finally rejagted them, there was 
10 possible chance of their salyation. And that this was an im- 
portant Consideration, and authorised such an address, is I think. 
evident»to évery considerate mind. The Apostle St. Paul used 
similar layguage, when.addressing some who had rejected Christ. 
~ There remaineth no more sacrifice for sin,” Heb. x, 26. S. 


ADDRESS 


OF THE 

HOLSTON CONFERENCE TO THE PEOPLE.OP THEIR CHARGE 
Bear BRETHREN: 

. Tue labors of the past year have come to a close. 
and we shall soon enter upon those of another. In looking ovey 
he past, we have great reasons for offering up our hearty thanks- 
riving and praise. +o the Great. ead of the @hurch, for what hex 
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has done for.our Zion. Many of our people have gone to thei. 


tong home in Heaven; numbers have removed to other Confe, 
ences; While some have withdrawn from our communion, &,— 


but,after all these are taken from our number, we have expe. 
rienced an increase of more than seventeen hundred communicans 


Our bounds extend from the Cumberland Mountain, in the wes, 
to New-River, in Virginia, and the “upper®end-of the: Carolinas 
and Georgia, cast of the Blue Ridge. ~ Many parts of our work 
are mountainous, and the inhabitants’ so remote from populoys 
neighborhoods, that they cannot be supplied with the means of 
grace by any method with which we are acquainted, so well 4 
that of our travelling plan; Were every neighborhood in th 
country, able and, willing to employ a stated pastor, there would 
still be great advantages resulting tothe different congregations, 
by. periodical interchanges of ministers; in that it would equaliy 
the benefits of various talents, by their brief circulation. By 
when it is considered that four fifths of the people are not-in cir. 
cumstances to support ministers in charge of but-one, two, three, 
or four Congregations, and that, of course, they would, for tl 
most part, be deprived of a regular participation of the: imnui- 
ties of the sanctuary, we cannot be insevsible* of the great ads 
vantages we possess, as a denomination of Christians, over mos! 
others, in this respect. The poor, as well’as the rich; theseques. 
tered cottagers, as well as the inhabitants of fertile plains, are {i. 
vored with the ‘joyful sound of salvation.” 

Who can pause, for a moment, and retrace’the listory of tl 
church, without feeling emotions of gratitude to God, for tha 
providence which has hitherto directed our steps, and is now saie- 
ly. guiding the armies of Israel] to results most glorious! Let uv 
look over the wide spread field of labor now occupied by ou 
travelling ministers. From the extreme borders of the East, t 
those of the West; and also, of the North and South; we have » 
well organised plan of itinerant operations, by which the gospe 
of peace and good will to man is preached to listening thousands 
multitudes of whom are daily rallying-around the banner of th 
eross, and worshiping at the altar of our common Lord. As % 
feeble few of the favored instruments of carrying on this gloriou: 
work, we would say ‘not unto-us, not unto us; but unto thy Hous 
Name, O Lord, be all the glory ,honor and.praise, forever.” 

We are happy to observe, in many places, a disposition amon; 
our people, to-encourage institutions of learnmg and benevolenec 


Among these, we especially. rank Sunday Schools, and Tract So 
cieties : themnurseries of piety in.youth. The time has arrived, 


when it is. clearly: marked out, a3 our duty, by a gracious pro’ 
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dence itself, to.direct.our. attention particularly, to the children 

of our respective charges, and the growing youth of our country. 

400 long have-we been chargeable in this respect, with a culpa- 
hle dereliction of duty... We earnestly solicit your, co-operation 

in the greatiwork. »Much has been done, and is now in success- 

ful"progress among..our brethren in other conferences; and we ” 
devoutly hope much will be done by. these means, among ourselves. 

Let all whovare zealous for the good.cause of God; unite them- 

selves in some auxiliary society, and contribute their mite to. the 

supplying*of. the children of the county with-Tracts and» appro- 
priate books. Let. them never, for a moment, give place.to teel- 
ings of discouragement; remembering that-patrence & perseverance 
will ultimately bear down impediments, and triumph over difh- 

culties. 

Since our last Conference, one of our beleved brothers, and fel- 
low labourers in the ministry, has gone to reap his rewardabeve. 
Our brother George Atkin is gone! We feel our loss mostsensibly. 
All who knew him will unite with us, insaying that he was one of 
our most useful preachers, , He was modest and.unassuming.in 
his manners; pathetiesand. instructive in his pylpit. exhibitions; 
and, abovevall, deeply devoted to his God, with whom he was 
permitted to enjoy coastant fellowship. We recommend to thr 
sympathies and -charities.of ouv brethren, his bereaved: compan- 
ion, and fatherless children. Surely those Who have so often 
heen fed at his:hands with the bread of life, will not suffer them 
fo want. 

Finally, dear brethren, we commit you to God and. the word 


of his grace. 
ROBERT R. ROBERTS, «President. 
Exserr FE. Sevier, Secretary. 


Extractoof a letter froma Methodist. preacher in Lawrence 
county," Alabama.’ , 

‘The, work of God is prospering in this part of the country, 
aud many have been added to the chureh, during this year— 
At a camp-meeting held near my house last’ August, there was 
«bout. 70 converts, and the work has: been advancing in the neigh~ 
horhood ever since.” . 





[From the New England Galaxy. | 

RESTRAINTS ON THE PUBLICATIONS OF OPINIONS 
Whether established. opinions are false or. true, it is alike the in- 

‘erest of the community that investigation should br unrestramed, 
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au onder that, ut false, they may be distarded, and, true, read, 
ed conspicuous to-all.. ‘The only way: of fully attaining tthe bene 
fits of truth, is to. sufler opinions to maintain themselves agains 
attack, or fall inthe contest” The terrors of thelaw are wretch, 
ed replies to argument, disgraceful'to a good, and feeble auxij,. 
ries to. a bad cause. “an 

It is the highest presumption in any man or any body of amen to 
erect their, own tenets into a criterion of truth, and overwhelm 
dissent "and opposition by peal inflictions. Such conduct: cap 
proceed on no principle which would not justify all the persecy. 
tions that disgrace the page of ecclesiastical history. Let estab. 
lished opinions be defended with the utmost power of reason; |e: 
the. learning of schools’and colleges be brought to their suppor 
but’ in the’ name of humanity resort not to the aid of the pillor 
and the dungeon. When they cannot be maintained by knowledge 
and reason, it will surely be time to suspect that judicial severities 
will be but a feeble protection. “Whoever has attentively medita- 
ted’on the progress of the human ‘race, cannot fail to discern tha 
there is now a spirit of inquiry amongst men which nothing cay 
~ orévéh Materially*control. Reproach and obloquy, threats 
and persecution, will’ be vain. They may embitter opposition 
and engender violence, but they cannot abate the keenness of re. 
search. There is a silent march of thought which no power cay 
arrest, and which itis not difficult to foresee will be marked b 
important évents. Mankind werenever before in the situation i, 
whichthey now stand. ‘The*press*has been operating upon them 
for several centuries with an influence scarcely perceptible at its 
commencement,.but daily, becoming more palpable and acquiring 
accelerated force. tis rousing the intellect of nations; and happ) 
will it be, for them, if there be no rasli interference with the na- 
turalyprogress of knowledge, and if, by a judicious and gradual 
adoption of their mstitutions to the inevitable changes of opinion, 
they are saved from these convulsions which the pride, prejudices. 


and obstinacy of a few, may occasion to the:whole. 





. Economy of Time.—The celebrated lord Coke, wrote the sub- 


joined distich, which he religiously observed in the distributioo 


of his time:— 
Six hours to sleep—to law’s grave study six. 
. Four spend in. prayer—the rest to nature fix. 
But sir William Jones, aywiser economist of the fleeting how* 
of life, amended the sentiment in the following hnes:— 
‘ Seven hours to law—to soothing slumber seven, 
Ten to the world allot—and all to heaven. 











